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There is so much going 

on-  we needed a 
Newsletter!  

       
CHAOS welcomes Laurie Ragan 

 

The Community House of Arts in Ottawa is 

thrilled to announce a new series of art classes 

taught by Laurie Ragan! Laurie is now offering 

painting classes for high school students through 

adult art CHAOS at 529 Columbus , Ottawa, with 

the first four week ses sion beginning Oct 17 . 

Classes will be held each Monday, with each class 

running for 3 hours. Students may register for a 

morning, afternoon or late afternoon time.  For 

more information such as materials needed and 

fees, contact Laurie at raganart@hotmail.com , 

815-325-4320, or CHAOS at 

chaosarts@rocketmail.com   

 

About Laurie 
Fine Art Murals, Decorative Faux Finishes, 

Art Classes 

 

Born and raised in Morris, Illinois, Laurie and her 

husband, Bill moved to Ottawa  in 1972 when Bill 

began his teaching career at Ottawa High School. 

The couple has 2 sons and 7 grandchildren.  

 

Laurie has had a passion for art since she took up 

a box of cra yons at age of 3. By the age of 7, her 

mother , (and teachers), recognized that she had 

a talent for drawing. She is a self taught artist, 

having never had formal art instruction. It wasn't 

until the birth of her first son that she "took  up the 

brush" and ta ught herself to paint. Laurie was the 

organizer of the Country Holidays Folk Art Show 

from 1981 -1999. In 1995, she was chosen one of 

only 20 Illinois artisans out of 500 in QVC's "Quest for 

America's  Best" 50 states tour to sell her American 

Heroes and Leg ends Dolls on QVC, live at Navy 

Pier in Chicago.  

 

Subdued earth -tones and an exemplary attention 

to detail, Laurie's fondness for old world 

architecture are some of her favorite subjects to 

paint. She has several series sought after by 

collectors, includi ng "Seasons of the Moon", a 4 

seasons set, The Halloween Collection, Winter 

Magic Collection, and the "Once Upon a Time" 

Collection.  

 

 

Laurie has created quite a following of collectors 

and clients seeking her talents for fine art, 

captivating murals, and decorative faux finishes, 

which grace hundreds of homes and businesses 

in northern and central Illinois and the Chicago 

land  area, inclu ding Heritage Harbor  in Ottawa, 

(an outdoor mural and mural in the model 

home), Grand Bear Lodge, murals in the water 

park and the amusement park , Jennifer's Garden 

Banquet and Convention Center in Morris, Déjà  

Vu Gift Boutique in Ottawa, Blackley  Cleaners  in 

Ottawa, and a baseball mural at Mazinelli Field 

in Ottawa.  

 

She has donated her artwork to many area 

benefits, including March of Dimes, LaSalle Co. 

Easter Seals, Friendship Village, and Community 

House of Arts in Ottawa. She is also a member of 

North central  Illinois ARTworks. 

 

Her highly sought after works of art are available 

for purchase as originals, fine quality prints and 

prints on stretch canvas. Her work is currently sold 

at Déjà  Vu in Ottawa, August Hill Winery and Art 

Gallery, Utica , various a rt shows, or by contacting 

Laurie.  

 

(registration form included ð see page 5 !) 

mailto:raganart@hotmail.com
mailto:chaosarts@rocketmail.com
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You do NOT want to miss this 
killer fundraising event  

for CHAOS! 
ItÒoĔjkĔiuopanu as to how CHAOS 

will move to a bigger facility and expand 
programming with your support! (Solving 

the Murder at the Masquerade, 
however, is another matter) 

Join us for a  
Unique Entertainment Event 
ItÒs an evening to Die forÎ 

unless, of course, youÒre the victim! 
 
 

 

Murder at the 

Masquerade 
 
Friday, October 28, 2011 

7:00 pm ¤ 11:00 pm 
The Ottawa Boat Club 

500 Columbus St. 

 



RReevvooll uu tt ii oonn  TThh eeaatt rr ee  RReeggii sstt rr aatt ii oonn  

TThh eerr eeõõss  sstt ii ll ll   tt iimmee!!   
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Interested in shattering and re-spinning fairy 

tales?? 

 Join R evolution T heatre at CHAOS!  

 
Theatre Skills Workshop 

Wishing to develop theatre skills just for fun 
or prior to rehearsals for Mirror/Mirror? 

Register for our Theatre Skills Workshop!  
This workshop is scheduled from 4-5:30 on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, beginning 
September 22

nd
 until October 6

th
.   

Interested in shattering and re-spinning fairy tales?? 

 Join R evolution T heatre at CHAOS!  

 

R evolution T heatreôs fourth production will fracture,  

rearrange and put a new spin on favorite fairy tales for the  
December 2

nd 
and 3

rd
 productions of Mirror/ Mirror. 

Students registered and regularly attending classes/rehearsals  
will be cast in the production.  

 
Rehearsals begin  

Saturday, October 8
th
 and are scheduled each  

Tuesday and Thursday from 4-6 and Saturday from 10-12.  
(Additional rehearsals are scheduled the week prior to production) 

 
 

For class schedules, fees, more information and to register  

 
(registration form included ð see page 5 !) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
 

 

Please call  

815-433-2787  

or  

 

email CHAOS at 

chaosarts@rocketmail.com 
 

mailto:chaosarts@rocketmail.com
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To Register, Donate or RSVP 

 
Please print and complete the form 

below.   Mail to CHAOS! 
 

CHAOS is always seeking 
Volunteers, teachers, donations! 
Contact us for more Information! 

 
 

529 Columbus St.  
Ottawa, IL 61350  

815 - 433 - (ARTS) 2787  
 

www.chaosinottawa.org  
 

chaosarts@rocketmail.com  
 

The Community House of Arts in Ottawa  (CHAOS) has pulled 

together a team for a unique event - the Spartan Race! The Spartan 

Race is being held October 15  in Marseilles Illinois at Cliffs Insane 

Terrain Park. Caryn Brieschke , Artistic Director is running with a team 

9 other volunteers from Ottawa - some of whom she's not even met. 

This is more than just a 5k - this is a 5k obstacle course involving tough 

terrain, wall climbing, jumping over burning logs, getting wet and 

crawli ng through mud under barbed wire.  

 

This team, named spartans 4chaos , believes in supporting CHAOS 

in Ottawa - to the death ! The Community House or Arts in Ottawa is 

a non for profit arts organization that provides free community art 

events, classes, workshops and 4 theatre  performances for children, 

by youth per year! None of the staff is paid - so 100% of money  that 

donated w ill support materials, operating costs and building repairs 

and programming!  

 

As the saying goes òone must suffer for their artó- but 

spartans4chaos will DIE for it!! SO  if we're going to have a near 

death experience to support CHAOS in Ottawa - your donati on  of 

any size , even a $5 tax  deductible donation , will help  us reach  our 

$5,000 goal - and it will be  worth it!  

Go online  to our donations page!!! 
http://www.active.com/donate/spartans4chaos  

 

www.spartanrace.com 
 

Spartans believed while on this 
earth they should achieve one 

moment of Excellence and 
understood they might die trying!  

 

 

Students; 
Bring more CHAOS to Ottawa! The Community House of Arts in 
Ottawa is looking for your crazy ideas, talent and help! We want 
to hear what you want and your friends want for programs, 
classes and events! In this way we can create ideas to keep 
bringing unique and fun art events to CHAOS!  
 
 Interested in being on our advisory committee: fill out the form 
and get one letter of recommendation from a teacher/ mentor! 
�,�W�u�V���W�K�D�W���H�D�V�\�����$�V���D���Q�R�Q���I�R�U���S�U�R�I�L�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H��
volunteer/service hours, have a great addition to a resume, make 
new friends of all ages and talents, and you will be contributing to 
art experiences growing in your community. 
 
�:�H�u�O�O���P�H�H�W���W�Z�L�F�H���D���P�R�Q�W�K�����G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N tba) to share ideas, 
plan events and make those events happen! After all, creation 
begins with CHAOS and YOU! Questions? Contact us at 815-
433-�������������v�O�L�N�H�w���R�Q��us FaceBook, or email us at 
chaosarts@rocketmail.com. 

 
 


